


The International Suspected Perioperative Allergic Reaction Group
Minutes of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING held online on November 14th, 2025, from 12:00 to 1:30pm CET. 

ISPAR Chair: Prof Lene Heise Garvey [Denmark]
[bookmark: _Hlk216458154][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Vice Chair: Dr Sarah Green [Australia]. Board Members: Prof Liana Azi [Brazil], Prof Didier Ebo [Belgium], Dr Kung Krikeerati [Thailand], Prof Jose Julio Laguna [Spain], Dr Anna Little Johns [UK], Dr Louise Savic [UK], Prof Tomo Takazawa [Japan], Prof Jerry Volcheck [USA]: Apologies: Prof Jerry Volcheck, Prof Liana Azi.

The meeting was opened by Lene Heise Garvey [LHG], Chair
Summary of the Key Points of the Meeting
1. [bookmark: OLE_LINK10][bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Professor Paul Michel Mertes presented on sensitization to NMBAs beyond the pholcodine era, discussing mechanisms, research findings, and future directions. The withdrawal of pholcodine is expected to reduce NMBA anaphylaxis incidents, but other sensitizing agents exist. A copy of the meeting transcript and video is online at  https://www.perioperativeallergy.com/meetings/
2. ISPAR membership has grown to 481 members from 64 countries
3. [bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK5]The ISPAR website is being rebuilt after a domain host transfer, the perioperative allergy database worksheets are still available online. perioperativeallergy.com
4. Members should notify ISPAR when changing email addresses via admin@perioperativeallergy.com
5. The ISPAR meeting in Antwerp is scheduled for April 8, 2026, with a focus on practical approaches to perioperative allergy.  see https://www.perioperativeallergy.com/ispar-meeting-2026-programme/ for details
6. ISPAR is collaborating with the WAO on a joint statement about setting up perioperative allergy services in a wide range of resource settings.
7. [bookmark: OLE_LINK7]Board elections will be held at the 2026 AGM; interested candidates can email Prof Lene Heise Garvey at admin@perioperativeallergy.com
8. Ideas for future ISPAR projects were discussed and tabled for the next management board meeting.
Detailed Agenda Points
1. Welcome 
2. Paul Michel Mertes’ presentation: Sensitization to NMBA’s beyond Pholcodine, there were 50-53 participants online for the meeting; the current board members were introduced.
3. Confirmation of 2024 AGM minutes.
4. [bookmark: OLE_LINK6]ISPAR membership update. LHG presented the current membership status of 481 members from 64 countries, with membership continuing to grow steadily. The specialist groups are primarily anaesthesiologists and allergists, with some pharmacists and paediatricians. Organizational challenges with email bounces when members change addresses were flagged. Members are requested to notify ISPAR when changing email addresses.
5. Chair and Management Board Report 
a) [bookmark: OLE_LINK8]Change of ISPAR working structure [LHG]: The shift from working groups to specific projects was outlined. This took place in early 2025, prompted by a lack of momentum in working groups, and replaced with renewed focus on specific, agreed projects [2025: database, website, WAO collaboration, and the 2026 ISPAR meeting in Antwerp]. Thus far the project-based approach has provided better focus and has been a productive evolution from the founding working group structure. 
b) [bookmark: _Toc9]ISPAR website and technical infrastructure [LHG, SG]: Transfer of the ISPAR website [perioperativeallergy.com], and email system was discussed. It was previously hosted in BlueHost by Prof Phil Hopkins and transfer to a new host, Simply.com took some time and resulted in content loss, requiring an incremental rebuilding process. A separate, more functional email program is being scoped at the time of the AGM. As there are costs associated with website hosting and email services, future membership fees may be needed to cover technical infrastructure costs. This would include plans for a membership area to share content like meeting recordings. An excel version of suggested data collection worksheets for perioperative allergy services is still available, and Dr Nils Vlaminck is working on a REDCap database to be presented at the Antwerp meeting.
c) [bookmark: _Toc8]ISPAR meeting in Antwerp 2026 [LHG]:  This is upcoming on April 8th 2026 and the program was outlined, covering practical aspects and the human impact of perioperative allergy. There will be a session on patient perspectives featuring David Briess, who was online for the AGM  and  shared his personal story of losing his 17-year-old daughter to rocuronium anaphylaxis.
d) [bookmark: _Toc10]WAO-ISPAR collaboration: [LHG, JJL] Members of ISPAR from diverse geographical areas are working on a collaborative document to provide advice on setting up perioperative allergy services. The joint statement will include guidance for centres with different resource levels and provide practical advice based on real-world experiences.
e) Future ISPAR meetings: [LHG, TT] There is a joint ISPAR-JSA-JESPA-WAO meeting being planned for October 2026 in Kyoto, Japan at which ISPAR will have two sessions, one on basic science aspects, the other, likely practical aspects, TBC. 
f) Other Meetings: ISPAR members are involved with organising and presenting at the 2025 Brazilian Congress of Anaesthesia and the 2026 ANZAAG meeting in March, New Zealand.
6. Membership fees: The ISPAR Membership fee for 2025-2026 will be €0. This may change in 2026 based on ongoing board discussions.
7. Other business: 
a. AGM 2026: [LHG] ISPAR will need to elect a new Chair and Vice-Chair and board members to replace those who have served maximum terms. Interested candidates should contact Prof Lene Heise Garvey via admin@perioperativeallergy.com
b. Suggestions for future ISPAR projects: [DE] Development of ISPAR statements on drug provocation protocols was discussed. 
8. Questions from members: There were no questions from members

MEETING CLOSED





